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What is claimed is: 

r 

1 . A method for executing a locked bus transaction in a multi-node system, comprising: 
initiating a locked-bus transaction at a bus agent; 
transmitting a locked-bus request to^a first node controller; and 
deferring the locked-bus transaction at the bus agent by said first node controller. 



2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

transmitting the locked-bus request from the first node controller to a second node 
controller. 



3. The method of claim 2 further /comprising: 
preventing bus transactions on a bus coupled to said second node controller. 

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising: 
performing the locked-bus transaction by the bus agent over the multi-node system. 

5. The method of claim 1 fumher comprising: 
asserting a signal to said pus agent by said first node controller to prevent said bus agent 

from initiating a bus transaction! 



2207/9860 13 Ex. Mail No. EL566656762US 



1 6. The method of claim 5 further compiling: 

2 transmitting the locked-bus request from the first node controller to a second node controller. 



1 7. The method of claim 6 further comprising: 

2 preventing bus transactions on a bus coupled to said second node controller. 

1 8. The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

2 deasserting said signal to said bus agent by said first node controller. 



'% 9. The method of claim 8 further comprising: 

[fg performing the locked-bus transaction by the bus agent over the multi-node system. 



l Vl 10. A multi-node system comprising: 

l?2 a bus agent to initiate a lcfcked-bus transaction; and 

ay 

fU 

, pjj a first node including a first bus/and a first node controller to receive a locked-bus request and 

t=k / 

Ql defer the locked-bus transaction at the bus agent. 



1 11. The system of claim ifo further comprising: 

2 a second node including a second bus and a second node controller to receive the locked- 

3 bus request from the first node controller. 

1 12. The system of clai^i 1 1 wherein said second node controller is to prevent bus transactions 

2 on said second bus. 
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1 13. The system of claim 1 2 wherein the bus agent is to perform the locked-bus transaction 

2 over the multi-node system. / 

1 14. The system of claim 10 whereim said first node controller is to assert a signal to said bus 

2 agent to prevent said bus agent from initiating a bus transaction. 

1 15. The system of claim 1 4 furuier comprising: 

2 a second node including a second pus and a second node controller to receive the locked-bus 

3 request from the first node controller. 

>R / 

i 16. The system of claim 1 5 Avherein said second node controller is to prevent bus transactions 

|f2 on said second bus. / 

E f 

t^l 17. The system of claim 46 wherein said first node controller is to deassert said signal to the 

j bus agent. / 

1 18. The system of claifn 1 7 wherein the bus agent is to perform the locked-bus transaction 

2 over the multi-node system. 

1 19. A method for executing a locked bus transaction in a multi-node system, comprising: 

2 initiating a locwed-bus transaction at a bus agent; 

3 transmitting a iocked-bus request to a first node controller; 

4 deferring the locked-bus transaction at the bus agent by said first node controller; 
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*t 1 

5 transmitting the locked-bus request frdm the first node controller to a switching agent; 

6 and / 

7 preventing further transactions from said pitching agent. 

1 20. The method of claim 1 9 furthe/ comprising: 

2 performing the locked-bus transaction by the bus agent over the multi-node system via the 

3 switching agent. / 

1 21. A method for executing A locked bus transaction in a multi-node system, comprising: 
% J initiating a locked-bus transaction at a bus agent for a first I/O node including a first I/O 

[n3 device; / 

trA transmitting a locked-bus request to a first node controller; and 

ru / 

W5 deferring the lockdu-bus transaction at the bus agent by said first node controller. 

s / 

:s / 

! Si 22. The method of 4laim 2 1 , further comprising: 

tS transmitting the lockea-bus request from the first node controller to the first I/O node. 

1 23. The methoal of claim 22, further comprising: 

2 preventing transactions at the first I/O node for I/O devices coupled in said first I/O node. 

1 24. The method of claim 23, further comprising: 

2 performing the locked-bus transaction by the bus agent over the multi-node system to the 

3 first I/O device. 
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